errorists and their supporters
are doing their best to weave
themselves into the political
fabric of American society, say

. u u specialists in homeland secu-
i rity. They are operating front
' groups and charities to finance their

' - operations, and they are running influ-

ence operations to weaken federal
antiterrorism laws under the guise of

. protecting civil liberties.
The Feb. 20 arrest of an alleged leader
of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PLJ), !

operating what the FBI calls a Tampa-
based terrorist cell under cover as a pro-
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By J. MiCHAEL WALLER fessor at the University of South Florida i
(USF), has exposed one suspected oper-
1 1 ation. In doing so it has turned media
Top American Muslim groups courted by the Bush O I O e R et vad b

Ini i i iti king in Washin ith th d,
administration have used their political cover to launch | workingin Washington with the accped

influence operations and extend support to terrorists. | ciais pointing fingers at one anothes-|
about how the alleged terrorist managed

tobe included in the administration’s con-

troversial Muslim-outreach program.

That outreach effort, with its roots in
the George W. Bush 2000 presidential
campaign, has provoked controversy
among the United States’ growing Mus-
lim and Arab-American communities,
as well as among security-minded sup-
porters of the president. Critics allege
favoritism toward a small but vocal cadre
of groups they say support terrorism.
Mainstream Muslim and Arab-Ameri-
can organizations that were shut out of
"I the liaison effort tell INsIGHT that extrem-
ists spent large sums trying to buy access
in an effort to hijack the Bush adminis-
tration’s initiative, obtaining repeated
meetings at the White House and with
the president himself to acquire politi-
cal cover and claim legitimacy.

The FBI's arrest of USF professor Al-
Arian illustrates the problem. Accord-
ing to federal law-enforcement sources,
Al-Arian was a principal organizer,
trainer and coach for lobbying cam-
paigns designed to eviscerate federal
antiterrorism laws that had a particu-
larly damaging effect on terrorist-sup-
port activities inside the United States.
He was, say the sources, an architect of
ayears-long effort to repeal federal laws
permitting prosecutors to use highly clas-
sified information in the arrest and deten-
tion of foreigners suspected of terrorist
ties, without permitting the suspects to
know the evidence. The law is intended
for terrorist cases where the suspect’s
knowledge of extremely sensitive evi-
dence could, among other things, result
in the murders of Muslims and others
who helped law-enforcement officials

Bad connection: Accused terror-
ist AFArian had been included in the Bush
administration’s Muslim-outreach program.

26 « insight March 18-31, 2003



identify and build cases against terror-
ist operations. ) .,
. Decrying the “secret-evidence laws
as unfairly “targeting” all Muslims an_d
ethnic Arabs, Al-Arian portrayed their
abolition as a civil-rights issue, appegl—
ing to liberal civil-liberties groups, hb-
ertarians and small-government con-
servatives to join forces against Big
Brother. The same groups, an INSIGHT
investigation shows, wor:kgd after the
Sept. 11,2001, al-Qaeda a1rh{1er attacks
to gut the Bush administration’s tough
new antiterrorism package — the very
laws the FBI eventually would use to take
down Al-Arian, whom it had been watgh-
ing foryears, and the PLJ’s network inside
the United States.

Count No. 42 of the 50-count federal
grand-jury indictment of Al-Arian and
other defendants alleged that the P1J
«would and did seek to obtain support
from influential individuals in the United
States under the guise of promoting and
protecting Arab rights” Al-Arian worked
with several Washington-based groups,
including the American Muslim Council

(AMC) and the Islamic Institute, as part -

of his alleged influence operations. He
was the first speaker at the lobbyist-train-
ing seminars at the AMC’s 2000 and 2001
national conventions. He coached coun-
cil members and others on lobbying Con-
gress toinfluence legislation and statutes
designed to give federal authorities the
legal tools necessary to build cases
against his and other alleged terrorist-
support activities and to use that evi-
dence in a court of law to try to put Al-
Arian and his alleged jihadists in prison
for the rest of their lives.

Prominent Muslim leaders have been
warning the U.S. government and the
public for years about such groups. Sheik
Muhammad Hisham Kabbani, chairman
of the Detroit-based Supreme Council of
America and part of a respected family
of traditional Islamic scholars that has
led the muftiate of Lebanon for the last
150 years. Kabbani has been warning
about the jihadist groups since 1996. “I
saw there was a danger;” he tells INSIGHT.
“Many Muslims in the United States
were aware of the danger, but they didn’t
have the capacity to speak on behalf of
the Muslim community because the
microphone has been hijacked.”

Al-Arian says his indictment and
arrest simply are the result of “politics.”
The AMC, in ajoint statement with other
groups claiming to represent the Amer-
ican Muslim community, echoed Al-
Arian: “The community is gaining the
perception that people are rounded up
and targeted because of their political
opinions and because they have the right
to dissent on current U.S. policy. Our
community is in dire need to understand
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how these charges are foundeq on con-

crete evidence of criminal activity and

not guilt by association or political con-

siderations” Not showing the s}lghtest
bit of caution about the terrorist con-
spiracy alleged in the indictments, ghe
AMC turned its ire on the Bush admin-
istration, particularly Attorney General

Ashcroft.

JO}érilnce 9/11 the AMC and _afﬁliated
groups have portrayed American Mus-
lims as victims of US. bigotry rather than
partners in the fight against terrorism.
And that, critics say, has helped totarnish
the public image of Muslims and Arab-
Americans as unpatriotic or even pro-

terrorist. An ongoing INSIGHT investiga-
tion, which began within hours of the
hijacked jetliners crashing into the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and afield in
Pennsylvania, shows that many of the
groups the Bush administration has
courted have resisted the Bush dictum,
“You’re either with us or you're with the
terrorists.” Those groups appear to want
to have it both ways, condemning ter-
rorism in general and wrapping them-
selves in the American flag, Constitution
in hand, while at the same time extend-
ing political, moral, material or other
support to international terrorists and
assailing the Bush administration and
federal law-enforcement agencies
charged with waging the war on terror.

Angrily denying that it supports ter-
rorism, the AMC claims to be “fully en-
gaged” with the US. government in the
antiterrorism fight. Communications
director Faiz Rehman claims allegations
that the AMC has a history hostile to
Bush’s war on terrorism are “blatantly
false”

———

The AMC was founded in 1990 by
Abdurahman Alamoudi, a veteran oper-
ative for Saudi-backed political-action
organizations, including the SAAR Foun-
dation, which was raided by fede_:ral
agents for alleged terrorist_ financing.
According to national-security spgc1al-
ists, the AMC has a long and consistent
history in the United States of promoting
terrorist causes or linked groups — mary
of which are unrelated to Islamor to the
Arab-Israeli conflict. An early president
of the executive board of the AMC was
Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin, formeyly
known as H. Rap Brown, who was twice
on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted list. As a

Give me your ear: Critics claim
that the White House outreach effort to
American Muslims has been tainted by
favoritism toward a small but vocal cadre
of groups that support terrorism.

1960s radical, Brown threatened to assas-
sinate Lady Bird Johnson when she was
first lady of the United States. He now is
serving a life sentence in a Georgia
prison for the 2000 murder of Fulton
County Sheriff’s Deputy Ricky Kinchen.

As AMC executive director, both on
CNN’s Crossfire and in an open letter,
Alamoudi defended Egyptian Islamic
Jihad spiritual leader Omar Abdel Rah-
man, the “Blind Sheik” convicted of mas-
terminding the 1993 World Trade Center
bombing in New York City. In its April
1994 newsletter, AMC defended the rul-
ing Sudanese National Islamic Front,
which the State Department designated
as a terrorist group, arguing that the
Khartoum regime was “not engaged in
terrorist activities and is not harboring
terrorists”’ At its 1997 conference, the
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AMC played host to Layth Shubayalat,
alleged to be a terrorist tied to a plot to
assassinate King Hussein of Jordan, and
defended the outlawed Jordanian Islamic
Action Front.

Demonstrating in front of the White
House in 2000, Alamoudi was videotaped
proclaiming: “We are all supporters of
Hamas. Allahu Akbar! 1 am also a sup-
porter of Hezbollah” Among the most
infamous attacks officially attributed to
Hezbollah are the April 1983 bombing
of the American Embassy in Beirut,
Lebanon, which killed 63, and the Octo-
ber 1983 truck bombing of the U.S.
Marine barracks in Beirut, which killed
241 Marines.

Alamoudi recruited young, articulate,
personable Muslim political activists and
helped them set up spin-off groups to

" influence the political mainstream. Can-
celed checks obtained by INSIGHT show

that he provided seed money for one of
those groups, the Islamic Institute, which

his former government-affairs director,

Khaled Saffuri, co-founded with conser-
vative activist Grover Norquist. Saffuri
was involved in Muslim outreach for the
2000 Bush campaign and currently
serves as chairman of the Islamic Insti-
tute. He has told INSIGHT he opposes
groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah.

Lobbying Nexus

Critics claim the AMC’s main politi-
cal activity has been to abolish or pre-
vent passage of antiterrorist legislation.
The AMC ¢alls itself an “active mem-
ber” of the National Coalition to Protect
Political Freedom (NCPPF), which was
founded ir the 1960s to provide legal

founder Abdurahman Alamoudl
ated Press, Jan. 9, 2002).
® AMC on the United State
‘'we were outside this country, W
- say, ‘Oh, Allah destroy Ameri
- once we are here, our missio
© country is to change it. There
for Muslims to be violent in Am
~no way. We havé other mean
- You can:be violent anywhere. elg
~in America” (Alamoudi to lslanii
~ Association of Paléstine, Chica
. Dec. 29, 1996).
® AMC on Hamas: “Hamas
- terrorist group. ... | have followe
- good work of Hamas. . .. They't
wing that is a-violent wmg They
resort to some kind of wolence:
oudi, National Press Club, Nov 92
1994). - =
" e AMCon Abu Marzook deport
from the United States and now Hamas

leader in Syria; “Yes, | am Honored:to be

a member of the committee that.is de-:
fending Musa Abu-Marzook in America.
This a mark of distinction on my chest.
.1 have known Musa Abu Marzook be-
fore and | really consider him to be-from
- among the best people inthe Islamic
movement, Hamas — in the Palestinian
movement in general — and | work to--
- gether.with.Kim”.(Alamoudi, Mlddle East
TV, March 26, 1996). L
® AMC on-Muslims and the war on ter-
rorism: “We as Muslim Americans. are
being called upon to either show patnot-
ism or suffer shame” (AMC Executlve
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world commumty And
has better stature as

support to New Left terrorists in the
Weather Underground, the Puerto Rican
FALN and the Black Liberation Army,
and which national-security specialists
say was revived to push for Islamist ter-
rorist causes.

NCPPF Executive Director Kit Gage
is a veteran legal activist, serving also as
head of the National Lawyers Guild,
founded in the 1930s and officially cited
as a legal front group for the old Com-
munist Party. The NCPPF has acted as
alegal-aid office of sorts for members or
alleged members of a wide variety of ter-
rorist groups [see “Domestic Frontinthe
War on Terror,” Dec. 17, 2001], includ-
ing the Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine, the Egyptian Islamic Jihad,
Hamas, the Basque ETA separatist group
of Spain, the FALN of Puerto Rico, the
Provisional Irish Republican Army and
the Shining Path of Peru, and for
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- Institute cofounder Norquist, identified

Stand by your man: The wife
of AlArian speaks to the media on the
steps of the federal courthouse in Tampa.

Leonard Peltier, who was convicted of
the 1975 murders of FBI Special Agents
Jack Coler and Ronald Williams.

From 2000 to 2002, the NCPPF pres-
ident was USF professor Sami Al-Arian.
And here is where the alleged Palestin-
ian Islamic Jihad leader, whom the FBI
considers a hard-core, senior terrorist,
comes publicly under the AMC’s wing
and into the White House.

The AMC began to enter the political
mainstream during the 2000 presiden-
tial campaign. Some Republican activists
seized on the secret-evidence issue to
woo Muslim and Arab-American voters.
The AMC’s annual convention, held in
June, 2000, was devoted to the task of
influencing Congress. Alamoudi pre-
sided as convention chairman. June 22
was designated “Muslim Day on the
Hill,” with seminars in lobbying held in
the Cannon House Office Building of the
U.S. House of Representatives. The first
lobbying coach, according to the pro-
gram, was Al-Arian, identified as being
with the Tampa Bay Coalition for Peace
and Justice. Gage of the NCPPF “pro-
vided information on secret evidence”
as part of a “campaign to support the
Secret Evidence Repeal Act of 2001,”
according to the AMC'’s newsletter, AMC
Report. A Capitol Hill dinner that night
presented awards to Reps. Tom Davis (R-
Va.) and John Conyers (D-Mich.), Islamic

as president of Americans for Tax
Reform, and James Zogby, president of
the Arab-American Institute.

Al-Arian was back at the AMC’s 2001
conference, held in Northern Virginia,
from June 21-24. He again kicked off the
legislative-action session. “Sami Al-
Arian, president of the National Coali-
tion to Protect Political Freedom
(NCPPF), spoke about secret evidence,”
the AMC newsletter reported. Following
Al-Arian’s presentation was a session
called “Art of Lobbying” Indeed, “Suhail
Khan, [at the time] representing the
White House Office of Public Liaison,
addressed the members on how to be
successful in lobbying,” the newsletter
continued. ‘According to Khan, another
important aspect of lobbying is facilitat-
ing meetings with congressional
staffers” Coached by Al-Arian and Khan
in two separate panels, the AMC dele-
gates spent the rest of the day lobbying.

“The second day’s biggest event was
‘The White House Briefing’ with Karl
Rove, President Bush’s senior political
adviser, who welcomed the participants
and gave them the orientation of Bush’s
agenda followed by a brief question-and-
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answer session,” the AMC reported. (Al-
Arian was part of the AMC delegation,
his wife, Nahla, stated at a news confer-
ence. Newsweek reports that the Secret
Service warned White House political
officials that Al-Arian was a suspected
terrorist and that he should not be
cleared, but that political officials let him
in anyway. In the days following Al-
Arian’s arrest, according to Washington-
based journalists, White House officials
initially denied to reporters that Rove
had participated in the event, but later
changed their story.)

At the 2001 convention’s kickoff lunch-
eon, “Alamoudi gave the opening re-
marks and introduced Suhail Khan, who
received an award for his contributions
of work concerning the rights of Mus-
lims,” according to the AMC Report. The
newsletter added that the AMC then rat-
ified Alamoudi’s work of the previous
decade, with an officer reminding the au-
dience “of the great role Alamoudi
played in establishing and leading AMC
from the days of its inception until what
it is today.” ’

Khan has said that while he has met
Al-Arian he has had no personal rela-
tionship with the suspected terrorist
leader. He also has strongly condemned
Alamoudi and people like him.

With Us and With
The Terrorists

The AMC and related groups firmly
deny any and all allegations that they are
soft on terrorism. In a strongly worded
response to critics, dated Feb. 20, AMC’s
Rehman says, “While the AMC may have
differences on certain domestic- and
international-policy issues with the Bush

administration, FBI Director Robert
Mueller was last year’s keynote speaker
at the AMC’s annual convention, which
is a testimony to the organization’s sup-
port to the administration on the matters
of national security”

Not so, say administration insiders,
who tell INsIGHT that Mueller was in-
structed to address the AMC under polit-
ical pressure from the White House.
Administration officials tell this maga-
zine that a bitter controversy erupted
within the National Security Council in
an effort to prevent Mueller from ad-
dressing the AMC at its June 2002 con-
vention. Widespread but unconfirmed
suspicions led to White House political
operatives who wanted to assuage Mus-
lim groups alarmed by Bush’s strong
antiterrorist measures after 9/11. The
government’s public position was awk-
ward. FBI spokesman Bill Carter de-
fended the AMC as “the most main-
stream Muslim group in the country,”
but the FBI media unit could produce
nothing to substantiate the claim. -

In his speech, which was aimed at the
Muslim and Arab-American community
at large, the FBI director broke with pro-
tocol and did not recognize his AMC
hosts by name or praise or credit the
organization. Mueller’s only reference to
the AMC was this: “Unfortunately, per-
sons associated with this organization
have in the past made statements that
indicate support for terrorism and for
terrorist organizations.”

The FBI chief credited AMC Presi-
dent Yahya Basha as an individual for
firmly condemning terrorism, but he
ignored the controversial televised
statements during the previous week by
Executive Director Eric E. Vickers, who
would not denounce Hamas, Hezbollah,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 45)
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or al-Qaeda by name when asked by Fox
News and MSNBC (see sidebar, P. 28).
While Mueller strongly praised “the
American Muslim community” at large
for providing vital support to the FBI in
ongoing antiterrorism efforts, his silence
about the AMC itself was taken by close
observers to reflect the break between
the vocal Washington-based Muslim
groups and the American Muslim rank
and file. )

Even so, the AMC has been milking
the FBI director’s appearance at its con-
vention as confirmation of its legitimacy.
The AMC and other groups, such as the
spin-off Islamic Institute, have cast them-
selves as allies of the FBI in the war
against terrorism since 9/11. The AMC
recently blasted syndicated columnist
Mona Charen for writing that the group
after Sept. 11 had encouraged its mem-
bers not to talk to the FBI. “This is far
from the truth,” the AMC’s Rehman says
in a written rebuttal. “In fact, on Sept.
17,2001, AMC issued a statement urging
Muslims to assist [the] FBI. This press
release has been present on the front
page of our Website since that date.”

But the evidence shows that Charen
essentially was correct. Until Sept. 27,
2001 ,the AMC Website included a page
urging support of the Secret Evidence
Repeal Act, stating that it eliminates the
use of secret information in immigration
proceedings. “AMC has contacted every
member of Congress. ... We ask you to
do the same.” The last sentence was in
bold type and hyperlinked to an NCPPF
site which instructed readers on how to
avoid cooperation with the FBI or other
law-enforcement officers in antiterror-
ism cases. The instructions are titled
“Know Your Rights: Don’t Talk to the
FBI” The site as of that date — more than
two weeks after th= al-Qaeda attacks —
contained nothing urging Muslims to
assist federal officials.

INSIGHT's monitoring of the AMC Web-
site shows that the council did not pull the
anti-FBI material until after coming
under heavy criticism for failing to mobi-
lize its members to help federal coun-
terterrorism investigators. The “state-
ment urging Muslims to assist FBI,”
though dated Sept. 17, was not posted on
the AMCsite for at least another 10 days.
Even then, the statement did nothing to
encourage anyone to work with the FBI
torootout terrorist supporters and oper-
atives from Islamic centers, mosques and
other institutions within the Muslim com-
munity. It merely urged them to seek
service, for pay, as translators — histor-

ically a favored posting for operatives
and agents. Other radical jihadist activist
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material at about the same time.

The legislative track record against
antiterrorist legislation is consistent both
before and after 9/11. The AMC opposed
the 1996 Anti-Terrorism and Effective
Death Penalty Act, according toits Octo-
ber 1995 newsletter. It lobbied for the
Secret Evidence Repeal Acttwoyearsin
a row “to raise the concerns of Ameri-
can Muslims on the infringement of
their constitutional rights,” according to
its Website. In concert with the GOP-
oriented Islamic Institute, the AMC lob-
bied post-9/11 against key provisions of
the 2001 USA PATRIOT Act, the Bush

administration’s legislative package of
new legal tools to defend the country
against terrorism, and called for the res-
ignation of Attorney General Ashcroft.
In a June 14, 2002, statement titled “AMC
Charges Ashcroft With Engagement in

RON WURZER/GETTY IMAGES

Misguided: Many groups have
been trying to portray American Muslims
as victims in the fight against terrorism.

Scare Tactics as Pretext to Curtail Civi;
Liberties,” the group accused the attor-
ney general of “using national security
as a pretext” to “engage in a pattern of
ethnic and religious discrimination” and
“intimidation.” In February, the AMC
posted notice that it will fight the admin-
istration’s proposed Domestic Security
Enhancement Act of 2003.

Rather than praise the Justice Depart-
ment for helping cleanse the Muslim
community of terrorist operatives out to
attack all Americans, as many had hoped,
the AMC attacked Ashcroft in a joint
statement with the Council on American
Islamic Relations, the American Muslim

Alliance (founded by its president, Agha
Saeed, the former chairman of the Com-
munist Party of Pakistan) and the Mus-
lim Public Affairs Council. In a bizarre
document disregarding the widely

known facts concerning the attacks of

groups purged their Websites of anti-FBI Sept. 11 and showing a surprising igno-

rance of American jurisprudence, the
statement said: “It was disturbing that
Attorney General John Ashcroft inserted
expressions, like jihad and martyrdom,
to a major federal investigation and
indictment.”
The AMC and allied groups say they
have “repeatedly and unconditionally
condemned violence and suicide bomb-
ings;” in Rehmarn’s words. “Our Website
still carries these statements clearly out-
lining our position on these matters.”
True enough. But it won't name the per-
petrators. While its president and public-
relations people offer amoderate image,
the day-to-day leadership shows where
the organization’s heart is, a growing
number of critics say. For example, exec-
utive Director Vickers, when requested
to do so in four separate interviews on
Fox News and MSNBC in June 2002,

would not denounce Hamas, Hezbollah
or even al-Qaeda by name. Linda Vester
of Fox News asked Vickers, “Do you con-
demn al-Qaeda by name and condemn
Hamas by name?” According to the tran-
script, Vickers would not.
- Journalists Fred Barnes and Morton
Kondracke, in a panel with Fox anchor
Brit Hume, discussed the AMC executive
director’s comments. Barnes com-
mented, “These groups are outraged
about what the victims are doing here in
the United States. Their big effort is to
oppose reasonable steps to protect the
United States from further attacks. That's
where they aim their fire, not at these
terrorists who are doing this in the name
of their very own religion.” Kondracke
added, “If that guy truly reflects Amer-
ican Muslims — and he is the executive
director of this large organization — then
God help us. We've got ... that guy sounds
like a fifth column, frankly”’
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