- "Moscow’s Che

By J. MicHAEL WALLER

A criminal investigation of a Russisn .
‘general . accused: rof-: smuggling chemicgd i
- Weapons ‘components 10 u tetrorist state. (s,
raie&g tough nei.quéstions for.the Clinton
administPation, Rebited' Lt' ‘Gén. Anatoly °
Kuntsevict was a top negotigtor at ‘the
" Chemical Weapons Convention and headed
Russia’s : chernical- and biological weapons
-convergion programs. He was also chaimnan,
of President Boris Yeltstn's: corumittee on
gafeguarding and dismantling chemica! and
biological weapons when he allegedly smug-
gled 1,800 pounds of nerve £as components
to an unidentitied Middle Egstern country—
believed o be Syria—in 1993, Russian secu.
Tiy Serylces also allege that he conspired to
sell another five _:neglc '?;“193: ¢hemical
weapons components in ear| ¥

Yelisin had fired Gen. Kuntsevich (n
April -of that year for having committed
“nwoerous and gross violations” of duty. .
Public impression was that the violstions
were (he coverup of Ruesia's ongolng clan-
destine chemical and biologlcal wartare
programs, of which Gen, Kuntsevich had
‘been a leader just two years before. Now
the U.S. Congress wants to know Jf the
Clinton administration might have -known
about. the- apparent’ real reason for Gen.
Kuntsevich's abrupt _Aismissal, yet . kept
Congress in the dark while it lobbied for
ratification of the CWC.

Moscow's coverup of the secret pro-
grams conlinues, .The public learned of
Gen. Kuntsevich's alle - activities only by
accident, when the chjef of the Central
Electoral Commissjon announced In October,
that a number of candidates running for
the new State Duma were under criminal
investigation. Gen..Kuntsevich was seeking
¢ parllamentary seat s a member of the
Liveral Democratic Party, led-by wtrana-'
tionalist Viadimir .Zhiripovsky. Apparently
tipped off, the p dropped Gen, Kuntse-
vich from its st days before the official
‘announcement of the probe,

- Gen, Kuntsevich denies the allegations
sgainst him, calling them an.attempt by
forraer. members of the XGB to undermmine
his attempls to cooperate witt the West.
However; 83 the one official 'whom Arperi-
«can chemical weapons negotiators kept sin.
gling out g5 thelr main roadblock against
" cooperation’ (not to rmention ag & member
.of Mr. "Zhirinovsky's fanatically anti-West.
ern party), Gen. Kuntsavich seemns to have

Wall Street Journal Europe

December 19, 1995

"and even proliferate nerve

provided.” * . '

* control the weapans thetnselves, and-he sin-

tonvinced few with his  argument.
News of the trimina) investigation could
not:have come at'a:worse time for the
.:chi-n adrgtlpn_ugomwgmnhﬂo& the beelg of 3
string of fotelgn policy “victories” 12 pross:,
‘in‘E the .S“.:Seu’&qe‘ 10 tatly the CWC and-:
other arrus. contyol agreements. Senate For
eign Relations Committee Chairman Jesse

Helms - (Republican, North Carolina) has -

been holding up the CWC, and for good rea:
but ‘there are deepening concerns that
Moscow~under Gen. Kuntsevich's direc-
tion-—inserted -loopholes into the treaty that
would technicslly allow Russia to develop

gages and other
chemical wegpons. : .

The .public wouwld know -little of
Moscow's ongoing’ program were it not for
Vil Mirzayanov, 3 mild-mannered scientist
from the depths of the Russien chemical-.
weapons ‘complex who in 1992 blew . the
whistle on & super-secret binary nerve gus
called Novichok. Gen. Kuotsevich personal-

.y led the Novichok development, and was'

8 major force behind getting. Mr. Mirza-
yanov thrown into the KGB's notorious
Lelortovo Prison In October aud Novernber.
of that year. : :
When the. Clinton administration took
office in early.1993, it had an excellent op-

‘portunity to uproot the Novichok project

and other clandestine programs by seeking
out Mr. Mirzayanov, thus holding the Rus
sians accountable ‘and leveraging -aid sc
cordingly. Instead, the administration -
reached- out to Gen. Kuntsevich—coming
close to giving him 2 330 million- “‘conver
son”"- laboratory that Mr, Mirzayenov had

. warned wowld be used 1o continue nerve

gas research-and polntedly failed to con-
tact the dissident scientist, Writing in Octo-

‘ber 1993 o Strobe Talbott, the architect of

the sdministration's Russia policy, Senator:
B Bradley (Democrat, New Jersey) &aid
that Mr. Mirzayanov's revelations “have
iroportant implications for Russia’s adher- .
énce’ to its  chemical weapons -coramit-

ments,” and advised the adminjstration to .

“follow up on information Mirzayanov has

However, when [ interviewed Mr, Mirza-
yanov in Moscaw just & week after Gen.
Kunsevich had been fired in April 1994, he

82id that no one from the U.S8: governraent |

had expressed interest in seelng him. “The
top of the chemical weapons cpraptex is
moraily ready” t sell thelr weapons of
mass destruction to térrorist regimes, he
warned 3t the time, “T am quite sure that -

- 1o scientist will really do it, but the top of-
-ficlals may—they may have-alresdy. I know

their mentality.” He said that it was more
imperative t0 control the leaders of the
chemical weapons complex than it was to

gled-out Gen, Kuntsevich in particuler. .
© At the: same time, ‘Mr, ' Mirzayanov
strongly opposed the CWC, partly becsuse
it did not ban research, and partly because |
he knew that Gen. Kunts and other
Russian CWC negotiators had inserted 1oop- .
holes loto the treaty languege that would
permit manufacture and export of herve
3gents like Novichok, In his words, Kuntse-
vich and company had “rigged the CWC
language o continue the chemical arms
race.” w

‘Few In Washington heeded Mr. Mirza-
yanov's words at the time, But now Sen.
Helmb and ‘others g3y thet the crimine] -
vestigation of Gen, Kuntsevich casts (he
CWC in & whole new light, beyond verifica-
tion problems to the po}sfsible Swiss cheese

.hature of the treaty itgelf.

In an Oct. 25 letter to President Clinton,
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8en. Helms noted Gen. Kuntsevich's pivotal

mical Weapons Coverup

role in manufacturing and limiting Russian

chemic:lpm;sns. der of i ,
.+ AS Deputy. ¢ er of the :
bn’ém‘ual Eorces‘,gqi- en. Helms ﬁ%te?%fe

, [Runtsevichjwas honored 25 @ hgro géfo-
= Clallst Labor in 1981.'In 1988, he'becge 5
-member of the Soviet delegation to- the

United Nations Conference . on . Disarma- |
ment, which negotiated -the CWC. In 1991,

" he received the Lenin. Prize for his work on
son:. Not-only '{s' compliance unveritiable, ,

binary chemical wespons. Through his

- MeNYy years as a negotiator for the Sovi-

ei/Ruselan- governments, Gen. Kuitsevich
won @& number of concessions on the Chem-
ical Weapons Convension and foliowsan pro-
vigions to the Bilateral Destruction Agree-

- ment. Moreover, he was responsidle for

Rugsla's dubious declarations under the

Wyoming Memorandum of Understanding.
“While General Kuntsevich is said to

have been removed by President Yeltstn in

" April 1984, concern remains that:the Gener-
‘al may have.conspired to negotiate siguiti-

cant loopholes in the agreemants with the
obvious intent of enabling him and others
to engsge in chersical weapons trafficking
with irspunity—~and possibly to permit Rus-
548 to evade its obligations,”

Sen. Helms requested ‘‘'s thorough

- 3nalysis of the negotiating record of the

CWC and the Bilatera) Destruction Agree
ment in order to review the role of General
Kuntsevich in securing various provisions
and concessions.”

Noting the year and a half since the fir-
ing and subsequent crirainal investigation,

-Sen. . Helms posed an wneotpsortable ques-

tion for Clinton himself about Gen. Kuntse- |

. vich: “Were you aware of his activitles,

and his arrest, while you were wging the
Oongress to move forward on ralification of
the CWC? U President Clinton answers
"'yes," it would be further evidence that he
hag been duplicitous with Cougress on arms
control. If pot, it would underscore the gd-
ministration’s incompetent - bandling of
America’s vital national security interests.

Mr. Waller {s vice president of the dwmeri-
con Foreign Poli 08 in. Woshington,
D.C.,and whw‘gfv"&mt re. The RGB
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