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New KGB Spymaster, Same Nasty Tricks

By J. MICHAEL WALLER

Has Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev
learned his lesson? His handpicked leaders
of the KGB. the military and the internal
security forces, who staged the coup against
him in August, were all hard-iiners. After
the coup failed, a shaken and somber Mr.
Gorbachey admilted that was mistaken in-
choosing them, and wouldn't be taken in
again. But last week's appointment of
Yevgeny Primakov as chief of foreign
intelligence shows the Soviet leader still
can't break old habits.

Mr. Primakov is a Brezhnev holdover
who promoted some of the old regime’s
worst excesses abroad, both as a propagan-
dist and as a policy maker. He was an
architect of the Kremlin's 20-year alliance
with Iraq’s Saddarmn Hussein and of long-
term military and diplomatic support for
the Palestine Liberation Organization. He
also flacked for Brezhnev's 1979 invasion
and subsequent occupation of Afghani-
stan.

The Kremiin's new spymaster rose to the
top with other party hard-liners. Mr. Prima-
kov was named a candidate member of the
Politburo with Latvian KGB boss Boris
Pugo in September 1989, the same time
Soviet KGB Chairman Viadimir Xryuchkov
assumed full membership in the party’s top
policy-making body.

A Chilling Signal

If there was ever a chance for Mr.
Gorbachev to show the West how truly
committed he is to reform, it was last week
when he named the man who would
coordinate Kremilin espionage operations.
There is no shortage in Moscow of capable

professionals whose SR

appointment would
not have sent such a
chilling signal. For-
mer Foreign Minis-
ter Eduard Shevard-
nadze, a non-Russian
who quit the Commu-
nist Party and is
liked and respected
in the West, comes
easily to mind de-
spite questtons about
his committment to
democracy. \

There are even re-

formers from Nside  e—————————
the KGB. Former KGB Major General Oleg
Kalugin. once a top counterinteiligence
officia! who was forced to retire last year,
earned his credentiats when Mr. Gorbachev
stripped him of his rank and his pension at

the behest of KGB hard-liners. His crime?
Reviling KGB leaders for serving as tools of
the Communist Party. Capitalizing on his
notoriety, Mr. Kalugin was elected to
parliament as a close ally of Russian
President Boris Yeitsin.

Mikhail Lyubimov, who headed KGB
operations in Denmark, is another profes-
sional who accused the KGB of serving the
party instead of the country. Shortly before
the August coup, Mr. Lyubimov publicly
denounced XGB Chairman Kryuchkov for
his reactionary policies. Dozens of other
openly anti-Communist KGB personnel
surfaced well before the coup. But Mr.
Gorbachev opted instead for a hard-line
communist, Mr. Primakov.

Unlike his erstwhile politburo colleagues
Messrs. Kryuchkov and Pugo, Mr. Prima-

chinery as a Middle East correspondent for
Pravda, and dutifully supported the PLO in
the midst of its most notorious and horrific
atrocities around the worid.

Mr. Primakov deplored the Iran-iraq
war because “It diverts the forces of lrag
and Iran from the struggle against impertal-
ism. It promotes the strengthening of
certain trends which are needed by the
United States in the region as a whole, and
so forth, and it is needed, naturally, by
Israel.”

During Israel's 1382 invasion of Lebanon
to drive PLO forces from the country, Mr.
Primakov gave his assurance that the
Kremlin was grwving ‘“‘sufficient ail-round
help’ to the PLO, including *‘military aid.”
He was also part of a much larger, vicious
Soviet attack on Israei in which the Jewish

Mr. Primakov is a Brezhnev holdover who promoted
some of the old regime’s worst excesses abroad, both as a
propagandist and as a policy maker.

kXov was against the August coup. But the
spin the Kremiin Is putting on his appoint-
ment as intelligence chief reeks of the bad
old days. Mr. Primakov’s professed fond-
ness for John Le Carre spy novels echoes the
image-making machinery that sought to
portray KGB Chairman Yuri Andropov,
who succeeded Brezhnev in 1982, as a
Scotch-sipping '‘closet liberal’ who enjoyed
American jazz. Mr. Primakov's call for
cooperation between the KGB and the ClA is
warmed-over rhetoric from two years ago,
when KGB Chairman Kryuchkov made the
same pitch, as did his predecessor Viktor
Chebrikov. '

The timing of Mr. Primakov’s first press
conference as S| r also raises ques-
tions about the level of honesty the West can
expect from the Soviet central government.
His Kremiin appearance occurred within
hours of Mr. Gorbachev's historic acknowl-
edgement of the problem of antl-Semitism
in the U.S.S.R. during a meeting with
American Jewish leaders. The occasion
diverted attention from Mr. Primakov's
long career of sponsoring violence against
1srael.

In 1970, as the Brezhnev regime's top
Middie East expert, Mr. Primakov justified
PLO terrorism as a necessary part of ‘the
general popular struggle . . . for the libera-
tion of occupied territory.” During Mos-
cow's international ‘Zionism is racism"
crusade of that decade, Mr. Primakov was
part of the anti-Israel propaganda ma-

state was compared with Nazi Germany. In
this context, he pledged to maintain mili-
tary aid to the PLO.

Mr. Primakov's personal intervention in
internal PLO politics ts credited with
salvaging unity of that fractured organiza-
ton. When two PLO factions in Lebanon
started fighting one another in June 1983, he
was dispatched to Syria as a representative
of Andropov to express unequivocal support
for Yasser Arafat. The message was espe-
cially important because the anti-Arafat
faction had professed that it enjoyed Mos-
cow's backing.

In 1985, lamenting deep spiits in the PLO,
Mr. Primakov said that the organization
must remain hostile to the West because it
was the PLO's ‘“‘anti-imperialist nature
which guaranteed the vitai interests of the
Palestinian people.” However, this time he
chided Mr. Arafat for his “‘enmity toward
Syria,” a Soviet client state.

Writing in Isvestia jater that year, Mr.
Primakov asserted that the U.S.-lsraeli
relationship served as means of aggression
against the Soviet Union. ‘The strategic
alltance between the U.S. and Israel serves
to prepare ihe Middle Eastern theater for
action against the U.S.S.R., against states
that are friendly to it, and against natlogal
itberation movements."

Mr. Primakov’s rhetoric became more
conciliatory after Mr. Gorbachev settled
fnto position. On Christmas Day 1986, he

gaid thnr the Wremlin L aicd w couperate

with the US. in the fight against ter-

rorism-but stopped short of supporting

sanctions against terrorist states such as

Libya. Referring to Soviet arms shipments

to the Gadhafi regime, Mr. Primakov said,

‘"We don’t make any coaditions for the use

of these arms and we're not going to trade .
off some conditions with Libya.”

In 1987, he affirmed the same old policy
toward the PLO, telling reporters in Czecho-
slovakia that the U.S.S_R. was “interested in
the PLO existing as a mighty, unified
anti-imperialist force,” according to the
Czechoslovak news agency.

Mr. Primakov's support for the PLO has °
been as strong in recent years as during the
Brezhnev era. Visiting London in the spring
of 1989, he asserted that the U.S. must
involve the PLO completely in the peace
process, and reiterated his view that “the
PLO is the sole and legitimate representa-
tive of the Palestinians.” Last year, he
teamed up with Mr. Arafat to try to thwart
U.S.-led efforts against Saddam after the
invasion of Kuwait.

Saving Saddam

Indeed, Mr. Primakov was a key archi-
tect of the Kremlin's two decades of support
of Saddam and the Iraqi war machine, In |
partnership with Mr. Arafat, he worked
dlligently to frustrate then-Foretgn Minister
Shevardnadze's attempts to bring the Soviet
Union into the Western-led coalition against
Iraq. With Mr. Shevardnadze out of the way
by the time war broke out, Mr. Primakaov
tried to save Saddamn’s regime with a
last-minute peace deal. He was apparently
part of the PLO scheme to tie an lragi
withdrawal from Kuwait to an Israelj
:i:.hdrawal from the Occupied Territo-

es.

Mr. Gorbachev's new foreign intelil-
gence chief has yet to exhibit reformist
tendencies. Unlike many of his colleagues,
he clung to his membership in the discre-
dited Communist Party, relinquishing ft
only last week when he took his new post.
Even then, he did not resign but ‘“sus-
pended" his membership, saying that as the
Kremiin's new {nteiligence leader, he
needed 1o.be “apoalitical.”

The charade won't work. Indeed it shows
that, far from winding down its hostile
operations, the Kremlin's spy war against
the West will continue as if the hard-liners
who staged the August coup had never been
removed.

Mr. Waller is assistant director of Policy
and Research at the American Qocurity
Councit Foundation in Washington. D.CC.
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