Shot by
a Laser

An invisible beam flashed up from the Russian
ship ... and into the eyes of the belicopter crew

ByJ. MicHAEL WALLER

HE SEA WAs caLM on Friday, April
4, 1997, as a Canadian Armed
Forces CH-124 Sea King helicopter
skimmed across the 15-mile-wide
strait separating Washington State
from Canada’s Vancouver Island.
“Looks like we've got a boomer on the surface,” pilot
Capt. Patrick Barnes announced on the intercom.
Sitting on the flight deck, U.S. Navy Lt. Jack Daly
radioed back, “Let’s take a look.” Barnes swung the
Sea King toward the “boomer”—the Trident subma-
rine USS Ohio, armed with 192 nuclear warheads and
headed toward the Pacific Ocean.

THEN, IN THE DISTANCE, Barnes spotted a suspicious
freighter. Leaning out the Sea King’s open door, Daly
looked through the viewfinder of his powerful digital
camera. He recognized the white-and-sky-blue insig-
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